
From: "Kathy O'Keefe" 
Date: March 10, 2014, 3:42:59 PM EDT
To: nfederspiel@nrsd.net, mbusch@nrsd.net, lcolletti@nrsd.net, jodell@nrsd.net
Subject: School Choice at the High School

Dear Ms. Federspiel, Ms. Busch, Ms. Colletti, and Mr. Odell,

I am concerned about adding 11 additional School Choice spots to the 9th grade.  While I understand
the decision to accept school choice has been made, from what I found on the district website, the 11
seats are "anticipated".  Is to possible to add fewer students even if more than 11 applications are
received? 

The incoming 9th grade class is 280, the largest 9th grade class they've had at Nashoba, while the
outgoing 12th grade class is 1036.  That's an increase of almost 50 students in 9th grade.  Just
accommodating the those additional 50 students is going to be a challenge even without the additional
11 school choice students.

Isn't the reason we started school choice in NRSD because wanted to fill seats in small classes
and bring in a small amount of revenue.  While the $5K/student revenue might be tempting, will we have
any empty seats next year to fill in 9th grade?  Will students get shut out of their first choice in classes
because the classes are full?  Will we have to exceed class size recommendations at the high
school?  Will there be enough lockers?  Will there be enough seats in the cafeteria?

While it may be too late to reverse the decision to add more school choice students to the class of
2018, I ask the school committee consider modifying the school choice protocol to limit seats at the
high school if the total enrollment for the grade exceeds "x" students and the total high school
enrollment exceeds "y". "x" and "y" would be determined when the committee does the cost/benefit
analysis for School Choice.  This would be similar to the caps that were in the protocol for grades K-8.
This would allow the opportunity to add additional school choice students for smaller classes when the
total high school population is low, while limiting it for larger classes (e.g. class of 2018) or when the
high school population reaches a certain level.

Regards,

Kathy O'Keefe
Stow


